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HOW REDS APPEAL TO WOMEN 


For communist women around the world March 8 was celebrated as international Women's 
Day, a time for mass meetings, conferences and pledges of renewed efforts to ensnare more mil- 
lions of women in free world countries into supporting communist causes. 


Surprisingly, perhaps, the main appeal of this year's campaign, as in past campaigns to win 
the women's support, will be propaganda on "equality with men in the economic and political 
life of the country." 


Although the Communist Party of the Soviet Union has often proclaimed the equality of 
women in the Soviet Union, it seldon has gone as far as it did over Radio Moscow, March 4, in 
stating, "The Soviet power, for the first time in history, emancipated women, gave them equal 
rights in society, and led them to the wide road of a free and happy life." 


This was supported by a ream of statistics. "Tens of millions" of Soviet women work on farms. 
"Tens of thousands" work as mechanizers and brigade leaders. More than 1,000,000 work in "the 
noble upbringing of Soviet children in the spirit of communist attitude toward work"; over 
2,000, 000 work in health and physical culture establishments; about 3,000,000 work in scientific 
and cultural establishments; and 348 are deputies in the USSR Supreme Soviet (total membership 
approximately 1340). 


Honors and Medals for Women 


Unlike similar statistics from the U.S. Department of Labor (showing a total of 19,500, 000 
women workers in every occupation from clerk to U.S. Senator), the Reds report notes only the 
honors Soviet women have won from the government. More than 1,000,000 have been awarded 
medals and orders. Of these, 2,373 received the titles of Hero of the Soviet Union, and Hero of 
Socialist Labor (masculine titles). For bearing record numbers of children, some 44,000 others 
were awarded the title of "Mother Heroine", while 4,500,000 others were awarded the title 
"Mother's G lory" and the "Motherhood Medal". 


These titles and awards are being represented to women in countries where they have not 
won equality as evidence that communist society "surrounds women with a continuous solicitude 
and attention." In the task of wooing women to the communist side, however, Red propagandists 
fail to disclose the complete story on women's equality in communist lands. 
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Recent visitors to the Soviet Union, such as Perle Mesta, reconfirm that the vast majority of 
women, the "tens of millions" referred to by Radio Moscow are in effect condemned to heavy man- 
val labor. Moscow's women street cleaners, who tidy up main thoroughfares with brooms made of 
twigs, already are famous. Less well known is the fact that 40 percent of the work force at the 
Stalin Auto Works — including those who pour the steel and run huge drop forges — are women. 
And the heavy feminine labor component on Soviet farms is estimated at well above 60 percent. 


Soviet Manpower Shortage 


Behind this situation is less an element of permitting women a free choice of what they want 
to do than a desperate need for manpower in the Soviet Union. Prior to World War Il, Soviet popu- 
lation experts estimated there were 7,000,000 more women than men in the Soviet Union. With 
losses estimated as high as 12,000,000 men during the war, and other millions still occupied in the 
military and police forces, the lack of manpower for heavy labor is great. Women have been 
called upon to fill this gap. 


The real exposé of the communist attitude toward women's equality, however, comes in the 
field of fashion. Moscow visitors reported that Reds argue that women in communist lands have so 
many important duties to attend to — household chores, factory and farm work, keeping up with 
Party statements, and Party meetings — that excessive grooming would lead to neglect of their 
duties. The result is that styles are designed more to prepare women for masculine work than to 
make them attractive. 


Soviet women have been freed from "slavery" to husbands, but they have been plunged — 
along with the men — intoa slavery to the state. While this emancipation has made some women 
minor executives in the Soviet system, it has meant for the vast majority the addition of brick- 
laying, hod carrying, and street sweeping to their household responsibilities. 


More Work To Come 


As the Reds step up heavy industry and war production under the new Khrushchev policy, an 
increasing burden of heavy labor will be forced upon Soviet women. Moscow Radio, on March 4, 
in fact issued a direct call for women to increase their labor productivity in the factories and on 
the farms and, at the same time, to put more effort into propaganda oak These women are not 
only directed to swell the labor force both by working and by rearing large families; they are also 
ordered to act as “the vanguard of all women in the struggle for peace, for the prohibition of 
— and hydrogen weapons, and to strengthen ties with women workers of all countries in this 
struggle." 


Worldwide appeals to pull women of the free world into supporting the further spread of 
communism are being carried on, according to Radio Moscow, by the Women's International Demo- 
cratic Federation (WIDF) which claims 140,000,000 members in 66 countries. The Congress of 
American Women until it disbanded a few years ago was the American branch of the WIDF. Some 
current American women's fronts that peddle the WIDF's line in the United States are the American 
Women For Peace (having local branches such as the Syracuse Women For Peace, the Massachusetts 
Women For Peace, etc.) and the Minute Women For Peace. 


Besides stressing women's equality with men in communist countries, WIDF groups propagan- 
dize women to support the entire Party line. In the U.S. this includes a fight against further 
H-bomb tests, the struggle to block congressional investigations of communism, support of Red- 


sponsored peace appeals and pressure for concessions to Moscow in the name of reducing world 
tensions. 


Admittedly, communist appeals to women are less likely to make headway here than in coun- 
tries where women do not enjoy the high status accorded them in the United States. Nonetheless, 
the extent of Red efforts to subvert women in the U.S. as well as elsewhere by means of special 
appeals and through special women's groups faces American women's organizations with a great 
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challenge. Many of these organizations already are moving to meet this challenge with construc- 
tive programs. 


THE ASIAN STRATEGY 


The Afro-Asian Conference in Bandung, Indonesia, last month highlighted the advances the 
communists have made so far toward their goal of world conquest. The record is impressive. The 
number of organized communists has jumped from 17, who had no power in 1905, to 30,000,000 
controling a population of 900,000,000 in 1955. 


While there have been some twists and turns in tactics during these 50 years, communist 
progress has been based upon a fairly rigid plan. Lenin stated it in 1920. "First we will take 
Eastern Europe, then the masses of Asia. Then we will encircle the United States which will be 
the last bastion of capitalism." 


By 1923 Joseph Stalin was urging fellow Reds to “enflame the deep rear of imperialism — the 
eastern colonial and semi-colonial countries, revolutionize them and thus hasten the fall of im- 
perialism." And in an ominous tone in 1925, he declared, "Revolutionizing the East must give a 
decisive blow to the sharpening revolutionary crisis in the West. Being attacked on two sides — 
the rear and the front — imperialism must realize it is doomed to destruction." 


After communist advances into Europe were blocked following World War II by the growing 
strength of Marshall-plan countries, the communists turned back to Lenin's master plan. Ata 
Cominform meeting in Karlsbad, Czechoslovakia, in August 1952, European Reds were ordered to 
work with other parties, show reverence to the church, revive the Popular Front spirit. The Reds 
had captured Eastern Europe and wanted a minimum of trouble in the West while they moved ahead 
in Asia. (See Freedom Facts, January 1955). 


Red Moves in Asia 


First came the military attack on South Korea which ended in a stalemate. Then the advance 
in Indochina and finally the Geneva Conference which boosted Red China overnight to a position 
of Asian leadership. Conditions were ripe for a major move. This was the Afro-Asian Conference, 
promoted by Indonesia's Red=supported Premier Ali Sastroamidjojo. 


Admittedly, the Afro-Asian Conference was not an unqualified success from the Red Chinese 
point of view. It was in fact, only the start of the first stage in the Marxist revolutionary process. 
As Stalin explained in "Marxism and the National and Colonial Questions" in 1927, such revolu- 
tions come in three stages: (1) the united front when the revolution strikes chiefly against foreign 
imperialism; (2) when the national bourgeois desert the revolution and it becomes an agrarian revo- 
lution; and, (3) the Soviet revolution, which creates the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
peasantry. 


At the Afro-Asian Conference, therefore, Red China's Premier Chou En-lai supported every 
resolution proposed for driving "foreign imperialism" out of Afro=Asian countries. At the same 
time, he spoke of harmony and avoided as best he could controversial issues which might split the 
conference or doom it to failure. The aim was to walk off from the conference as an acknowledged 
leader of a majority of the Afro-Asian peoples. 


A hardly-noticed pre-conference meeting in New Delhi, India, April 5-10 however dis- 
closed in sharper detail the communists immediate aims in Asia. According to Radio Peking on 
April 11 and 12, the five-day meeting attended by Soviet as well as Red Chinese delegates, 
passed resolutions condemning military pacts and bases in Asia, demanding withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from Formosa, South Korea and South Vietnam, urging withdrawl of the British from Malaya; 
demanding a UN seat for Red China and the return of Okinawa to Japan. The meeting ended by 
setting up a permanent Committee of Asian Solidarity to implement the resolutions. 
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Peace in West — Aggression in Asia 


As the Reds mount an. offensive to drive Westerners out of Asia, communists are stepping up 
their peace propaganda in Europe and America. In accord with what the Cominform was told back 
in August 1952, the Reds want a minimum of trouble from the West while their campaign for control 
of Asia moves forward. 


Meanwhile, communists not only in Asia but throughout the world are watching closely the 
moves of the United States in Asia. Each retreat is noted as a sign that communism is advancing 
and the power of the West is retreating. According to Lenin's master plan, even the capture of so 
small a territory as Quemoy and Matsu is interpreted as a step closer to the victory of communism — 
first in Asia, then in Europe, and finally in the U. S. 


Any belief that the sacrifice of Quemoy and Matsu to the Reds will quiet their demands for 
Formosa is dispelled by a Radio Moscow report of April 12. Commenting on the suggestion of some 
Americans that Quemoy and Matsu belong to Red China and should not be defended, Radio Moscow 
cynically commented, "it is well known that the islands of Formosa and the Pescadores are an in- 
tegral part of China in the same way as Quemoy and Matsu." 


While there are obstacles to the Lenin-Stalin plan for the conquest of Asia in the form of 
people such as Sir John Kotelawala of Ceylon, the biggest single obstacle is the power of the U.S. 
Once that power is discredited in the eyes of the Asians, the pathway is opened for the conquest 
of Japan, Indonesia, Indochina and all of Asia. That is the communist strategy in Asia. It is the 
job of those left in the free world to defeat that plan. 


LABOR MEETS A NEW CHALLENGE 


The "Daily Worker" reported on April 10 that the International Union of Mine, Mill and 
Smelter Workers has authorized its president, John Clark, to negotiate for a merger with the newly- 
merged AFL-CIO. 


Such a move by a union which was ousted from the ClO in 1950 on charges of slavishly fol- 
lowing the Communist Party line raises a new threat to the American labor movement. This is 
particularly true since the "Daily Worker" reported that as recently as March of this year Mine- 
Mill was still upholding the Party line on peace, world trade, "co-existence among the common 
people", and banning of the "death bombs." 


Both AFL and CIO leaders were among the first to recognize the danger of renewed attempts 
by communists to infiltrate AFL and ClO unions. ClO General Counsel Arthur J. Goldberg on 
February 15 specifically warned CIO affiliates to eye carefully any formerly expelled group which 
now wants to rejoin the ClO. He urged them to "be careful to distinguish between genuine rank- 
and-file rebellions against the communist leadership" of red-dominated unions and "camouflaged 
attempts" of communist leadership "to seek shelter within the covering cloak of CIO affiliation." 


Nonetheless, the "Daily Worker" reports that Mine-Mill "with its advanced fighting program" 
is proceeding to enter negotiations "as an equal with unions under conservative leadership." In 
fact, the paper continues, because of its "hard-earned prestige among the rank-and-file of all 
unions" Mine-Mill has recently "found it possible in community after community to initiate polit- 
ical coalitions (with other union groups) around common labor objectives and candidates." 


Danger of Infiltration on Local Levels 


While faced on one hand by the danger of infiltration by merger with red-dominated unions, 
American labor is confronted with an even greater threat of infiltration on local levels. As the 
Massachusetts Commission on Communism disclosed in its probes last year, the communists’ opening 
wedge is an apathetic union membership. When local union meetings are attended by no more than 
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10 to 20 percent of members, as has been reported in many cases, it is possible for concealed com- 
munists to ram through resolutions supporting the Red cause without even the knowledge of the full 
membership. Evidence is piling up that communists are taking advantage of this membership apathy 
to move into unions on shop and local levels even when top leadership is strongly anti-communist. 


At the same time, the communists have stepped up a broad campaign to convince American 
trade unionists that Government attacks against communists are being used as a cover for attacks 
on unions. Mark Logan, in "Political Affairs" of February 1955 wrote "It is becoming impossible 
to ignore the hard fact that the communists are not the sole target of the reactionary drive and 
that Marxist theories are not the only ideas which are being subjected to thought control. It is 
becoming obvious that democratic freedom must be indivisible in the U.S.A. if it is to exist at 
all." 


Nat Ganley plugs a similar line in the March issue of the same magazine in a discussion of 
the United Automobile Workers. "Under the pretext of ‘getting the communists'", Ganley claims 
that an effort is being made "to destroy the liberal and progressive forces in all the groups of the 
UAW." 


The task of combating infiltration and member apathy on one hand and subversive propaganda 
linking the fate of American labor with that of communists on the other will continue to be a major 
challenge to trade union leaders during the coming year. One major weapon in meeting this triple 
challenge is a well-informed rank-and-file union membership. 


CONTEST FOR THE STUDENT MIND 


The fall of Nanyang University in Singapore last month marked a major victory for commu- 
nism in Asia. More exactly, the event was a defeat for anti-communists who hoped that Nanyang 
University would compete with the educational centers of Red China in the education of overseas 
Chinese youth. 


According to press reports, a group of Chinese in Malaya conceived the idea for the univer- 
sity in 1952 and pledged $4,000,000 to get it started. But as soon as Dr. Lin Yutang, well-known 
author and resident of the U.S. for the past 20 years, was appointed chancellor of the university, 
communist attacks against it began. 


Communist-inspired student groups attacked Dr. Lin Yutang's statement that Nanyang would 
be anti-communist. Rich Chinese refused to honor their pledges for fear of communist retaliation. 
Meanwhile, the general drift toward the left was disclosed in Singapore by elections which gave 
a victory to the Labor Front, which had pledged to repeal emergency regulations designed to keep 
communists there under control. 


When the projected size of the university was cut by 75% and Dr. Lin Yutang was asked to 
give up much of his power as chancellor to a special committee, it appeared Nanyang was destined 
to become a branch of Red Chinese political training institutes. Dr. Lin resigned. 


The Aim Is Subversion 


What lies behind the communists’ bitter fight against Nanyang University? It is that the 
communists' number one target for subversion is not the illiterate and poverty-stricken masses. In- 
stead, their primary target is the student intellectual — the young men and women of high idealism 
and little practical knowledge. Experience has shown the Reds that once these students are cap- 
tured by the vision of the communist "heaven" of brotherhood and plenty on earth, they can be 
turned into writers, lecturers, teachers who will spread communism to the masses. 


Thus, soon after the Reds seized the China mainland in 1949, they opened numerous educa- 
tional centers to attract students from among mainland Chinese. With a view toward spreading 
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communism throughout Asia, they offered free education to students from among the 10,000,000 
Chinese living overseas. 


By 1953 a growing flood of thousands of young Chinese was pouring from Indonesia, Malaya, 
Thailand, and the Philippines and even Japan to Red Chinese schools. Some were — and still are 
being trained to become agitators among the overseas Chinese. Others remain to become part of 
the Red political apparatus on the mainland. 


In Nanyang University the communists saw a threat to their monopoly over the student mind 
of overseas Chinese, and succeeded through student strikes and political pressure in destroying it. 


The furor over Nanyang raises the question of why a great university for the education of 
overseas chinese students has not been established on Formosa. 


Red Program For The U.S. 


Communists, of course, are not interested merely in indoctrinating students who will help 
swing ail of Asia toward communism through agitation and subversion among the influential over- 
seas Chinese. They also have a program designed to infect students in American colleges. 


Since the Reds do not have their own university in the United States, they are offering their 
services as lecturers and speakers in American universities and colleges. The new program was 
disclosed in a recent letter to American college presidents from the National Student Council of 
the Labor Youth League. (The LYL is the successor of the Young Communist League and has been 
cited as subversive by the Attorney General. 


The letter announced the formation of a speakers bureau which would provide lecturers on 
Marxism free of charge for student assemblies. The letter tells college presidents that since Marx- 
ism is an important and controversial subject, which is discussed in colleges, it is only fair that the 
side of Marxism should be presented to students by those who know it best — namely, Marxists. 


Speakers Titles Speak For Themselves 


Among the speakers being offered free of charge are: .Doxey Wilkerson, David Goldway and 
Herbert Aptheker, lecturers at the Jefferson School of Social Science (cited by the Attorney Gen- 
eral as an adjunct of the Communist Party); Dr. Albert E. Blumberg, legislative representative of 
the Communist Party; and Lester Rodney, sports editor, Joe Clark, foreign editor, and George 
Morris, labor editor, of the "Daily Worker." 


Suggested topics for speakers include: “What Is Marxism?", "Youth and a Program For Jobs", 
“Negro History in American Life", and "Culture - It's Role in Society." And along with this letter 
went a copy of "Campus Sense", a four-page tabloid newspaper edited by Judith Treistman for dis- 
tribution to college students. As is obvious from this list of topics, the aim of these Marxists is not 
to present Marxism objectively, but to plead on its behalf and to use every possible technique of 
persuasion to convince college students to accept it. 


What is important here is that the West has long assumed that poverty and hunger are the 
causes of communism, and that the solution is to raise the living standards of the people, While 
Reds exploit the desire of hungry and poverty-stricken people for a better way of life to further com- 
munist power, it is the communized student intellectual who provides the leadership for the masses. 
This suggests that if the spread of communism is to be stopped, greater efforts must be made through- 
out the world to win students over to the side of freedom. 


DANGER IN BRAZIL 


Communists apparently are working to turn Brazil — the largest country in Latin America — 
into a center of hostility toward "Yankee imperialism." This poses a problem to U.S. businessmen | 
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as well as to the State Department. If the Reds succeed in turning Brazil against the U.S., the 
result will be a wave of nationalization of U.S. investments which could spread to other countries, 
such as Chile, where communist political strength is also growing. 


According to Brazilian Communist Party Secretary Diogenes Arruda, in the Cominform Jour- 
nal "For a Lasting Peace, For a People's Democracy", of February 18, rising inflation and dropping 
world prices for Brazilian exports are making conditions "ripe in Brazil for profound and radical 
democratic changes in the economic and social life." 


A new four-point political program has been adopted by Reds in Brazil to speed up these 
changes by winning "all possible allies" to support the Red-directed anti-U.S. campaign. "First," 
Arruda states, "the program proceeds from the main tasks facing the Brazilian people and concen- 
trates its fire on U.S. imperialism. It makes it possible to use the contradictions [conflicts of 
interest], among the imperialists in the interests of the revolution, and to neutralize or even win 
as provisional allies those Brazilian capitalists who are linked with other non-U.S. imperialist 
groups." 


A "Go-Easy" Policy 


The cynicism and hypocrisy of the new communist program is disclosed by the soft-pedaling 
of traditional demands for iamadiuns nationalization of all industry and land. Instead, Arruda 
says, the new program calls only for the confiscation of the largest landed estates for transfer to 
the poorest peasants. "By guaranteeing the property of the well-to-do peasants, we win the well- 
to-do peasants to the side of the proletariat and increase the possibilities of winning over the mid- 
dle peasants." 


Instead of calling for nationalization of all industry, the new program “guarantees freedom 
of enterprises in industry and in internal trade....and proposes the confiscation of the capital and 
enterprises only of those big capitalists who have betrayed national interests and closely collabo- 
rated with U.S. imperialists. Thus, possibilities are created for the weakening and disintegration 
of the bloc of big Brazilian capitalists and U.S. imperialists. 


"Fourth, the program advances the slogan of a people's democratic state and a democratic 
government of national liberation." Within this framework, the Red aims are to strengthen bonds 
with the masses, draw the national bourgeoisie (nationalists) into the united front, “skillfully use 
the conflicts in the camp of our enemies, isolating them to the fullest extent possible, defeating 
them one after another, and always concentrating our fire on the main enemy [the U.S.] " 


History of the Party 


Although there are only some 60,000 hard-core communists in Brazil, or about 1 per 1,000 
population, their influence in Brazilian politics far exceeds their numbers. Part of the reason is 
that Carlos Prestes, founder of the Communist Party of Brazil, has long had close connections with 
the party of the late President Getulio Vargas. 


During the revolutionary fighting in Brazil in the early 1920's Prestes was an associate of 
Vargas. They broke politically when Prestes went to Moscow for training along with fellow students 
Mao Tse-tung and Ho Chi-minh. On his return he founded the Communist Party in Brazil. By 1945 
the Party had enough strength to win 600,000 votes and elect 14 deputies. In 1947 it won 800,000 
votes and elected 14 deputies and 2 senators. 


The result of this growing strength was that the Party was outlawed by the Vargas regime in 
1947. Nonetheless, the Party continued to operate openly. Today the Party includes writers, ed- 
itors, artists and Politicians. It publishes five daily newspapers and two dozen other periodicals. 
In recent years Prestes has succeeded in aiding the defeat of a proposed U.S.-Brazilian mutual as- 
sistance pact and in preventing U.S. development of Brazilian oil. After Vargas committed suicide 
last year, the — announced its open support of the Labor Party which is opposing the current 
President Joao Cafe Filho. 


As living costs go up and coffee exports drop, the Reds figure that more workers and some 
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Brazilian capitalists will listen to their agitation blaming Brazil's troubles on "Yankee imperialism." 
Once U.S. influence is driven out of Brazil, of course, they expect to move into the power vacuum 
and rise to political power as fellow communists did briefly in Guatemala. Similar communist cam- 
paigns to blame Latin American troubles on the U.S. and demand confiscation of U.S. investments 
can be expected in other Latin American countries. The antidote appears to be greater effort on 
the part of U.S. businesses in Latin America as well as on the part of the Government to identify 
the presence of U.S. investments and technicians with a steadily improving standard of living for 
Latin Americans. 


WHAT'S IN STORE FOR GERMANY 


Now that the Big Four have decided to hold a meeting to settle the Austrian peace treaty, it 
is time to review what the Moscow planners have in mind for West Germany. For once a meeting is 
held on Austria, pressure for a peaceful settlement in all of Europe now building up in London, 
Paris, Bonn and Washington will make a top level meeting on the fare of Germany virtually inevitable. 


Unfortunately, the peaceful front Red diplomats are turning toward the West does not reflect 
a changed attitude toward the rearming of West Germany. Instead, communists are stepping up ef- 
forts through propaganda, subversion and diplomacy to sabotage implementation of the Paris pacts. 


This is brought out clearly by Erich Honecker, Chairman of the Central Council of the 
communist-run Free German Youth Union — an organization outlawed in West Germany. Writing 
in the Cominform journal, “For a Lasting Peace, For a People's Democracy", February 25, Honecker 
declares, “In the battle against implementation of the Paris agreements West German youth has the 
support of the East German youth." He continues, "The main task now is to give the Bonn milita- 
ists no breathing space, and by organizing meetings, demonstrations, popular referendums for the 
rejection of the Paris agreements, and strikes ...to prevent the carrying out of the military 
agreements and the mobilization of young people into the army." 


Progress Being Made 


Meanwhile the Reds are boosting efforts to convince West Germans that German unity is still 
possible if the Paris agreements are junked. Radio Moscow on April 6 declared in unmistakable 
terms that the Soviet Union had warned that ratification of the Paris agreements "constituted the 
principal impediment to the reunification of Germany," and added, "The Soviet Government sim- 
ultaneously pointed out possibilities — not yet exhausted — of solving the task of the reunification 
of Germany by means of Four Power negotiations on free all-German elections." 


All this adds up to a clear warning that any Four Power talks on Germany or on the subject 
of peace in Europe will involve a Soviet offer of peace in return for the neutrality of Germany — 
a move which would destroy the keystone of growing NATO power and probably cause withdrawal 
of U.S. forces from all of Europe. This apparently is the communist aim and makes sense in view 
of their overall strategy to maintain peace in Europe while advancing in Asia. 


Fortunately, the Western powers have a great advantage in entering any upcoming Big Four 
talks which they did not have at the time of the disasterous Berlin and Geneva talks last year. On 
one hand is the communists desire for peace and neutrality in Europe and on the other is the grow- 
ing power of NATO. This power already has forced the Reds to offer a peace treaty for Austria. 

If it is further strengthened, it can be used to extract even greater "peaceful" concessions from 
Moscow. 
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Because of the increasing number of requests for regular receipt of Freedom's 
* Facts Against Communism, the Executive Council of the All-American Conference 
* has approved a subscription rate of $3.00 per year for this bulletin. Please note 

¥ organizational affiliations when making subscription requests. 
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